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ABSTRACT

The first total syntheses of two natural antitumor enehydrazide compounds (hydrazidomycins A and B) and a related positional isomer of
hydrazidomycin B (elaiomycin B) have been accomplished in a rapid and stereocontrolled fashion using a Peterson elimination approach. A
regioselective silyl epoxide ring opening reaction with Boc-carbazate followed by base-mediated Peterson siloxide elimination stereospecifically
installed the key Z-enehydrazide functionality. The use of Boc-carbazate allowed for the differential functionalization of the hydrazide nitrogens.

In contrast to their common incorporation in synthetic
pharmaceutical molecules,1 hydrazine and hydrazide
functional groups rarely occur in natural products.2�4

Although unusual, natural products with hydrazine func-
tionality can exhibit impressive biological activities, as
demonstrated by the potent broad spectrum antibiotic
(þ)-negamycin3 and the piperazic acid containing4 cyto-
toxic agents chloptosin, himastatin, and piperazimycin. In
addition, a number of unusual enehydrazide compounds
have recently been isolated from Streptomyces species

including hydrazidomycins A�C,5 elaiomycins B and C,6

and geralcin B and C7
1�6 (Figure 1). These compounds

constitute a new family of N�N bond containing biologi-
cally active natural products, which include cytotoxic
properties. In particular, hydrazidomycin A displays an
average in vitro IC50 cytotoxicity of 370 nM across a panel
of 12humancancer cell lineswith specific values approaching
clinical relevance (e.g., prostate PC-3M=105 nM, stomach
GXF 251L= 144 nM, colon CXF 269L= 222 nM).5

The unprecedented Z-enehydrazide structure of the
hydrazidomycins and the nanomolar anticancer activity
of 1 prompted us to investigate this new enehydrazide
antineoplastic pharmacophore and target these com-
pounds for synthesis. We now outline a method for the
synthesis of previously unknownZ-enehydrazides utilizing
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a Peterson olefination reaction sequence, and its applica-
tion to the first stereocontrolled synthesis of the most bio-
logically relevant members 1�3 of this unusual family of
natural products.
The main synthetic challenges presented by structures

1�3 include the central cis-enehydrazide moiety, differen-
tiation of the N-atoms by two different acyl groups, and
positional/geometric control of the additional cis-alkene
in 2 and 3. Surprisingly, in comparison to the structurally
similar and highly studied enamides,8,9 there are very few
reports concerning enehydrazide synthesis10 and to the
best of our knowledge there are no examples of stereo-
controlled cis-enehydrazide generation. In addition, while
synthetic strategies to access enamides should in principle
be applicable to target molecules 1�3, the synthesis of
highly substituted hydrazide derivatives possessing three
or more distinct functional groups is not trivial.11 Conse-
quently, the combined task of developing a route to
access the synthetically unexplored core Z-enehydrazide
functionality with the correct N�N bond substituent

distribution posed unique synthetic challenges. This was
for instance encountered in our initial synthetic strategy
based on the application of our recent work on related
ynehydrazide functional groups,12 via a syn-stereoselective
reduction of an appropriately functionalized alkynyl hy-
drazide. While model reactions on simple ynehydrazides
provided proof-of-concept for the selective synthesis of
Z-enehydrazides via Lindlar reduction (Scheme 1), synthesis
of the multisubstituted ynehydrazide precursor 7 required
for the synthesis of 1 proved difficult.13 For example,
reaction of the lithium acetylide of tetradecyne with
DBAD (di-tert-butyl-azodicarboxylate) and in situ cap-
ping with methoxyacetyl chloride furnished ynehydrazide
10 (Scheme 2). Selective conversion of theN-Boc protected
alkynyl-linked group to the required decanoyl amide was
not possible, due to the acid lability of the ynehydrazide
component. Nevertheless, the structural analogs 11 and 13
were readily accessible from 10, demonstrating the utility
of an ynehydrazide-based strategy for the synthesis of
congeners of 1 to test for cytotoxic activity.

Figure 1. Biologically active enehydrazide natural products 1�6.

Scheme 1. Stereoselective Ynehydrazide Reduction Based
Disconnection to Hydrazidomycin A

ag10:1 Z/E as determined by 1H NMR analysis. b6:1 Z/E as
determined by 1H NMR analysis.
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The problems encountered above prompted the investiga-
tion of alternative strategies for the stereocontrolled forma-
tion of enehydrazides. A Peterson elimination14 based ap-
proach was attractive due to the possibility of achieving
highly stereocontrolled formation of either Z- or E-enehy-
drazides by appropriate substrate choice or elimination
conditions.15,16 The successful realization of this synthetic
plan required development of regio- and stereoselective
access to previously unknown hydrazine functionalized
vicinal silanol derivatives. In this regard, prior work on
Z-enamides15,16 suggested that the key anti-β-silyl-β-hydra-
zidoalcohols, needed for a base mediated Peterson elimina-
tion toZ-enehydrazides,might be accessible by silyl-directed
ring opening of a cis-silyl epoxide with a hydrazine nucleo-
phile. Although sodium azide is known to regioselectively
ring-open silyl epoxides, there are very few examples of
such a reaction with other less nucleophilic heteroatom
nucleophiles15d,e and none using hydrazines. Attempts to
develop a new silyl epoxide hydrazine ring-opening reac-
tion using either hydrazine or MeOCH2CONHNH2 with
either NH4Cl

15a,b,16 or BF3 3OEt2
15d,e catalysis were unsuc-

cessful (Table 1). However, the reaction of an excess of
Boc-carbazate with 15 at 45 �C under BF3 3OEt2 catalysis
(10 mol %) allowed for the regioselective and stereospecific
opening of the silyl epoxide to give 16.

As planned, the use of Boc-carbazate in this ring-
opening reaction provides suitably differentiated hydrazine
nitrogens for subsequent site selective functionalization.
As a result, acylation of hydrazide derivative 16 provided
trisubstituted hydrazide intermediate 17 which was then
successfully converted to the natural product target 1 in
only three additional steps (Scheme 3). For convenience,
and to limit silica gel exposure of the potentially labile
Z-enehydrazide moiety, a telescoped three-step protocol
proved optimal, utilizing a KOtBu mediated Peterson
elimination followed immediately by Boc-carbamate acyl-
ation and catalytic Mg(II) imide-Boc deprotection.17 The
total synthesis of hydrazidomycin A was thus achieved
with complete control of Z-olefin geometry, in an overall
yield of 16% over eight steps.
An attractive aspect of the Peterson based strategy to

enehydrazides is the stereospecific and stereodivergent
nature of acid or base mediated silanol elimination.15e

Thus, a complementary acid mediated silanol elimination
sequence of 17 conveniently furnished the corresponding
isomeric trans-hydrazidomycin A analog 18 in 50% yield
over three steps (Scheme 4).Comparisonof olefin coupling
constants for 1 (J = 9.0 Hz) with 18 (J = 14.0 Hz)
confirms the cis-stereochemical assignment for 1.
Adaptation of thisPetersonolefination sequence toward

the total synthesis of 2 and 3 was then undertaken using a
similar alkyne hydroalumination based route to access the
required hydrazino silanol precursors (Scheme 5). Reac-
tion of 19 and 20with a slight excess of DIBAL-H resulted
in mixtures of the expected Z-alkenyl TBS protected
alcohols and the corresponding O-deprotected products18

Scheme 2. Ynehydrazide BasedApproach toHydrazidomycinA
Analogs

Table 1. Hydrazide Ring Opening of syn-Silyl Epoxide 15
to 16

R1 conditionsa yield

Hb NH4Cl (2 equiv), MeOH/H2O, 16 h, 65 �C �c

Boc NH4Cl (2 equiv), MeOH/H2O, 16 h, 65 �C �c

Hb BF3 3OEt2 (10 mol %), THF, 16 h, rt �d

MeOCH2C(O) BF3 3OEt2 (10 mol %), THF, 16 h, 45 �C �c,e

Boc BF3 3OEt2 (10 mol %), THF, 16 h, rt 30%

Boc f BF3 3OEt2 (10 mol %), THF, 16 h, 45 �C 75%

a 2.0 equiv of R1NHNH2 used. bHydrazine monohydrate used.
cNear-quantitative recovery of 15. dDecomposition of 15. eDecomposi-
tion of hydrazide. f 4.0 equiv of R1NHNH2 used.
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21 and 22. This observation led to the development of a
direct one-pot conversion of 19/20 into 21/22 using an
excess amount of DIBAL-H to accomplish the highly
stereoselective hydroalumination and TBS group depro-
tection. After epoxidation, the internal Z-olefins of these
two enehydrazide natural products were then successfully
installed using an oxidation/Wittig olefination sequence to
provide 25 and 26, followed byBoc-carbazate epoxide ring
opening to afford the key enehydrazide precursors 27 and
28. The observation of a single set of olefin carbons in the
13C NMR of 25�28 combined with alkene 1H NMR
vicinal coupling constants of ∼5.5�6.0 Hz support a cis-
alkene stereochemical assignment.
Completion of the total syntheses of hydrazidomycin B

and elaiomycinB from 27 and 28was accomplished in four
steps in an analogous manner to the hydrazidomycin A
synthesis. Thus, compounds 2 and 3wereprepared in7.3%
and 6.7% overall yields respectively in a stereocontrolled
fashion over 11 steps.

In conclusion, a Lewis acid catalyzedBoc-carbazate silyl
epoxide ring-opening/Peterson olefination based strategy
for the highly stereoselective formation of both Z- and
E-enehydrazides has been developed and applied toward
the first total syntheses of members of a novel family of
cytotoxic enehydrazides and analogs. Further studies on
this approach and biological activity studies will be re-
ported in due course.
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